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Monday, 10 o'clock, a. m. 
January 19th, 1848. 

Senate met; roll called; the following Senators answered to 
their names : 

Messrs. Abbott. Bourland, Br~hear, Bache, Clark, Dancy. 
Gage, Grimes, Jewett, l\foRea, Navarro, Parker, Pe1·kins, Phil
lips, WnHacc, Williams and \Vootton-quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding day was read and adopted. 
On motion of l\Ir. Gage, l\Ir. Burleson was excused from at· 

tending on tho Senate, on account of sickness. 
A mt>ssage was received from the House of Representatives 

through their ChjefClerk, informing the Senate, that the House 
had passed a. bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat 
of Navarro county, and Joint Resolutions reques:ing our Sen
ators and Rcprescntath•es in Con,."l'ess to procure the passage 
of a law to compel the Judge of the District Court of the Uni
ted t'itates for the Dislrict of Texas to reside permanently in 
his district. 

Mr. Dancy, chairman of the committee on State Affairs, 
made the following report: 

J. A. GREER, 
P residerit of tlte Senate : 

Committee Room, 
Jan. 18, 18-18. 

Th~ committee on Affairs of State have had under consider
ation a Joint Resolution, rt>q.uiring the AttornPy Genora.1 to in
'estigate the condition of the title to the ... ·arious Islands with
in the limits of Texas, and if it be expedient to cause legal 
proct•t-dings to be instituted against per:wns claiming the same 
ad\•er::.ely to the State, which was referred to them, and have 
iustr ucted me to report the same back to the Senate, and re
corruneml its pa:;sage. 

JON ,V, DANCY, Chairman. 

Mr. · }ancy, chairman of the Committee on State Affairs, 
made tbc lollowing report: 
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J. A. GREER, 
Prendcnl of the Senate: 

Committee Room, l 
Jan. 18th. lb-18. ~ 

The committee on Affairs of State bavt' P:otnmined a bill en
ti.tled "au act to prohibit the boards of La.n•I Commis~ionersm 
each county in this State from issuing ccrtilica!t•:. to any claim
ant whatsoever, unless the applicant or clatma.nt shall pre
viously thereto, have received a conditional certificate froo 
some competent board," which was reforred to them, and it· 
structed me to report the same to the~ enutt, \\ilb a Hl~ti. 
tute for the amendments referred wil h l'iaid hill, as follows: 

1st Amendmcn~After the wor<l "cinei1," in line 9, St'ction l, 
add "and at lea1;t three years prior to the time of applica.tioo: 

2nd Amen<lment-!Strike out all of !!eciion 1, after the \\O!'l 
"applicant" in 10th line, and add "producing to the board Ue 
original conditional certificate, or wht•n it may have heen lo
cated, a certified copy of the record ol' the board isimiog t~ 
same,'' and recommend the adoption or the subsl itute for tbe 
amendments and the passage or the bill so amendPd. 

JON W. DANCY, Chairman. 

Mr. Clark, Chairman of the committee on the Judiciary, 
made the following report: 

lloN. J. A. GaEER, 
PresidenJ, of the Senate: 

Committee Room, 
Jan. 19th, 1848. 

The Jodicia.ry committee have had under considnation. a 
bill to be entitled "an act to authorize and require the Secre
tary of Si ate to cause all the Enrolled acts nnd Joint Re.solu
tions of the late Republic of Texas, a ·hi of the first Legisla· 
ture of the State of Texas, to be 1>uhstantia.lly hound fur pre...~ 
er\'ation in his office,'' and herewith retorn the same to the 
Sena.Le, a:ld recommend its pasN:tge. 

EDW;\RD CLARK, Chairman. 
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Mr. GagP., Chairman of the Select committee, to whom was 
referred the reM>lution relative lo ministerial oflict·rs, m;lde 
the following report : • 

Hon. J. A. GREER, 
President of lite Senate : 

Committee Room, / 
January 19th 16118. 

Tbe Select committee to which was re-referred thP r•·.,olu
tion relative to "ministerial officers;" bt>g leave to r<'p1,.:. that 
they can see no object to be gained by the adoption • ~ •. ..:11 a 
resolution by the honorable :Senate, &8 it would not 11a \ ' l' 1be 
weight and bearing ofa law, nor do they deem ·hat a fui': her 
law upon the subject is neceS!>ary; for it is considered by your 
committet', that the laws defining the duties or the :-;en-ral 
ministerial officers of our State Government arc suili"i.~ntly 
explicit to govern them in all ordinary cases. In c.i:-.i•s of 
doubtful authority, they can at all times rcfor to tbe At:. .,.ney 
General of the Sr ate for his opinion te govern them in heir 
acts. The committee for these reasons, think it ine.xpcd.e.>t to 
adopt the resolution .. 

D. GAGE, Chairma n. 

Mr. Perkins, Chairman of tho committee on Engrossed Bills, 
reported tbe following bills and Joint Resolutions corrcctly 
engrossed, viz : 

A bill to be entitled an act relative to special Judges of the 
Supreme Court. 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 11th sccion of an 
act to incorporate Lhe Brazol'I Canal I "ompany. 

A Joint Resolution authorizing and requiring the Govern
or to subscribe for three hundred copies of the reports of de
cisions of the Supreme Court; 

Allio, that the amendments to a bill to incorporate 1he Union 
l\Iarineand Fire lnsuw nce Company, and the amem.lmen•s to a 
bill prescribing the proof necessary for thebeirs or le~al l~ epre
sentativcs of those who ft'll under the command or Fannin, 
Travis, Grant and Johnson, to obtain their headright certifi
cates, were correctly engrossed. 
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Mr. Clark presented the petition of Rhesa. Green Stalcup 
and Mary Ann Stalcup, which was 

On motion of .Mr. Clark, referred to the committee on tlle 
Judiciary. • 

Mr. Bourland offered the following resolution: 
"Resolved, That a committee to consist of five Senators, be 

appointed by the Chair, to act in conjunction with the like com· 
mittee on the part of the House, for the purpose of examining 
into the manner in which the appropriations, for the purchase 
of blank patents, Books and Stationary, and other appropria· 
tions, subject to the order and distribution of the Commission· 
er of" the General Land Office, have been drawn; also, to ex· 
amine the vouchers for such disbursements; a lso, his reports 
made to the Comptroller, or Treasury Department, relative to 
Government dues, and Patent fees, by him received; also, to 
enquire, whether or n .t, the 1mid Commissioner has cornmitted 
any malfeasanoo or partiality in the discharge of the duties of 
his oflice, and that the said committee be authorized to call fer 
persons and papers, and repo1·t the result of their examina
tion." 

On motion of Mr. Phillips~the resolution was made the spe· 
cial order of the day, for to-morrow. 

Mr. Wootten introduced a bill to be entitled an act to pro
vide for the permanent location of the county seat of Caas 
county-read first time. 

Mr. Parker introduced a bill to be entitled an act to provide 
for the distribution of the laws and journals, and the reports of 
thP Supreme Court of Texas- read first time. 

Mr. Jewett i1.troduced a bill to be entitled an act to organ
ize the Militia of Santa Fe-read first time. 

Mr. Phillips introduced a bill to be entitled a~ act to amend 
the fir:.t section of an act entitled "an act to extend to late e·m
igrants within a specified. time, a donation of land," approved 
Ja1,. 4th, 1838-read 1st time. 

l\Ir. Perkins, l'ha.irmau of the committee on Private Land 
Claims, made the following report; 
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HoN. JoaN A. GREER, 
President of tlle Senate : 

Committee Room, ~ 
Jan 19th, 18-lS. \ 

The committee on Private Land Claims, to whom was re· 
ferred, a bill to be entitled "a.n act for the relief of , 'eth In
gram, have had the same und1·r consideration; they a.re we11 
satisfied (from 1 he certificates of Col. Sherman anJ. Capt. Ba
ker, which accompanies the resolution,) that l\lr. Ingram ren
dered great service to the army, 11s guide to Col. Sherman's 
Battallioa, on the 20th April, 1836; while actintr in that cnpa· 
city. he was cut off by the enemy and taken prisoner, there
by deprfring him the privilege of participating in tlw ;:tloriou<1 
battle of San Jacinto on the day following, bcliHing he u!l~<l 
all means in Lis power to join in the> operation!4 of the army, 
he is well entitled to the gratitude of th!' P''opl<', but as tlw law 
granting donations to thoso who participated in ccrtnin bat
tles, does not embrace cases of this kind. 1'he cornmittel' du 
not feel authorized to recommPnd the pns!!agc of any lnw that 
will encroach upon the public domain, which wn!i solt•mnly 
pledged by the Convention of Texas to the UnitPd States for 
the payment of tbe public debt of the late Republic. 

Your committee will therefore report tbe bi II back to the 
Senate, and ask to be discharged from its further considcrn· 
tion. 

S. W. PERKINS, Chairman. 

The Senate proceeded to the orders of the day. 

A bill to be entitled an act relative to special J udgcs of the 
Supreme Court : read trurd time and passed. 

Joint re.'lolution authorizing and requiring the Gov.c~nor to 
~ubscribc for three hundred copies of the n.·ports of dcc1s1011~ of 
the Supreme Court: read third time and pa..~8ed. . 

A bill to be entitled an act to amend the 11th i:ccuon of an. 
act to incorporate the Brazos Canal Company: read third ti~e. 
The yeas and nays being called on the final ~as:;agc of the bill, 
stood thus: 

Y eas-Mcssrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Cwiy, 
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Dancy, Grimes, Jewett, McRae, Navarro, Perkins, Pbillips, 
Wallace, Williams and Wootteu-16. 

Nays- Messrs. Clark, Gage and Parker~. 
So tbe bill pa8sed. 
A bill to be entitled an act to incorporate the Union ~· 

rine and Fire Insurance Company: read tbird time. The 
yeas and nays being called on the final passage of the bill, stood 
as follows : 

Yeas-Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Bache, Dancy, 
Grimes, Jewett, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phillips, WaJ. 
lace, Williams and W ootten-14. 

Nay-Mr. Clark, 
So the bill passed. 
Mr. Wallace. by leave, introduced a bill to be entitled an ac: 

to regulate proceedings by certiorari and supersedeas in civil 
caused. Read first time. 

A bill to be entitled an act prescribing the proof necessary 
for the heirs or legal representatives of those who fell wlltr 
the command elf Fannin, '£ravis, Grant and Johnson, to obtaii 
their headright certificates: read third time and pas!'!ed. 

A bill to be entitled an act better defining the northern boun
dary line of Collin county: passed to third reading. 

Joint resolution to amend the 2d section of a joint resolu· 
lion for the relief of the soldiers compo:ii.ng the late 1st Regi· 
ment of Infantry, together with the report of the Militia con:· 
mittee thereon, reporting substitute : was read and repor. 
adopted. 

Mr. Phillips moved to amend by striking out after the word 
"upon," the word.::!' the production," and insert the words "sat
isfuctory proof." Adopted, and the bill as amended ordered to 
be engro~sed. 
: A bill to be entitled an act to define the boundary lines of 
the county of Matagorda, together with the report of the com
mittee on Counties and County Boundaries, thereon, propoaing 
amendments, was read. 

Report adopted. 
Mr. Phillips moved to amend by striking out "1\fatagorda,' 

and inserting "Passo Cavallo." 
Mr. Perkins moved a division of the question. 
Question on atriki ng out 
Lo:st. 
'!'lie question then recurred on Mr. Phillips' motion. 
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J ... ost. 
The bill as amended wa.:; ordered to be engros.,cd. 
A bill to be entitled an act to authorize the •rreasurer and 

Comptroller to hand over to Andrew Northington a.'ll!igoee 
of the heir;; of Caleb Kemp, the money and papers deposited 
with tliem by WiUiam J . . Maynard, administrator of the esta\e 
of the said Caleb Kemp. Read second time, and, 

On motion of l\lr. Cuny, rcforrcd to the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

A bill to be entitled an act to authorize persons who have 
received donation cert:ilicates under the provisions of an act 
granting lands to those who were in the battle of San Jacinto, 
and other battles, approved December 20th, 1837. to alienat• 
said certificates, and the lands acquired under them : read se-
cond time : and, • 

On motion of l\1r. Jewett, refened to the committtee on the 
Judiciary. 

The petition of l\foraan Wilson, together \Yith the report of 
the committee on the judiciary thereon, wrui, 

On motion of Mr. W allacc, referred to the committtee on 
Finance. 

A bill to be entitled an act to locate the county seat of Na
•arro county: read fust time. 

Joint resolutions requesting our Senators and :Representa
tives iu Congress to procure the passage of a law to compel the 
Judge of the District Court of the United Statc!l for the Dis
trict of Te."as, to l'eside permanently with.in his District : read 
fust time. 

'Mr. William:;, by lea.ve, introduced a bill to be entitled an 
act allowing discretion to the Ju<l.ge11 of the Sapreme Court, in 
the order of trying causes: read first time, and, 

On motion of Mr. Jewett, the rule wa.'l su;1pcnded: bill read 
~cond time, and referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mc. Gage, 
'"he l:>enatc adj<_?urncd until to morrow morning, 10 o'clock~ 


